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Letter to the Editor Contents 
Dear EV Staff and Friends, 
Just a line to say how much I appreciate the Visitor 
coming to me twice a month with news and inspiration. I 
thank God for the gift of excellence you give to the Lord 
through giving to people month after month. 
I have wanted to say this for some time, and in my 
procrastination now one of your members will not know 
how I have felt. For this I am sorry. 
Best wishes and many thanks. 
Charles Lady 
General Conference Information 
A special, four-page insert was in the February 25 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor. All persons attending 
General Conference should fill in and submit the 
requested information on lodging, meals, and transpor-
tation. Even those who plan to drive back and forth 
f rom their homes are asked to complete the forms. 
Because of the holiday weekend in Canada, and 
because of the Conference ending the day before the 
Fourth of July, a U.S. holiday, it is extremely urgent to 
make reservations early on planes, trains, and buses. 
The same urgency applies for those who plan to camp in 
area campsites or motels. 
Requests for meeting rooms and display space should 
be directed to the Convention Director. Please note the 
last issue under "General Conference Information" for 
details. 
Conference Telephone numbers will be: Information 
Booth, (416) 523-0255; General Conference Secretary, 
(416) 523-0710; and Auditorium Platform, (416) 523-
0991. If there is no answer at any of the above, call 
McMaster University, (416) 525-9140, and ask for 
Extension 4781 (Conference Services). 
General Conference Membership. Please read care-
fully paragraphs (a) and (b) at the top of Page 19 of the 
1976 General Conference Minutes. Note the distinction 
between conference membership and voting privileges. 
Some people have expressed concern that the meal 
and lodging rates are rather high. Keep in mind that 
inflation has driven rates up elsewhere also. For exam-
ple: The daily meal and lodging rate at Messiah College 
will be $14.75 per person this summer. For U.S. people 
who get their money changed into Canadian funds 
ahead of time the daily rate at McMaster University will 
be $17.00 in U.S. funds. Youth through college students 
will need to pay only half the adult rate. And further-
more, lodging for the sixth and seventh nights will be 
free. 
Pre-registration, with the pre-payment of all fees, is 
the procedure for the 1980 Conference. This will save 
standing in long lines. When you register at Conference, 
all you will need to do is pick up your name tag, confer-
ence packet, and keys for your room, along with signing 
up for General Conference membership and for the 
various special conference activities. 
For additional information or registration forms, 
contact your pastor or the Convention Director, Paul 
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Renewal . . . 2000! 3 
Walter Winger 
Inward Bound—B in C's 4 
John R. Sider 
MCC News Notes 6 
Brethren in Christ at Urbana 8 
Facing a Task Unfinished 10 
Aid to Somalia Underway 11 
MCC News Release 
Daycare: A Ministry 12 
Lois Mitten 
Out-Spokin'Tours in 1980 13 
Gallup: 1980s The Decade of the Evangelicals 14 
James Reapsome 
Voluntary Service at Messiah Village 14 
Shari Sides 
Disciples Indeed! 15 
John Hostetter 
The Good Outweighs the Bad 16 
H. David Brandt 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume XCIII (USPS 180-300) Number 5 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, pub-
lished semi-monthly by Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm 
Street, Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
Interim Editor: John N. Hostetter 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. 
Morris Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Alice Dourte 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: John Arthur 
Brubaker 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, LesterC. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, 
Louis O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, 
James W. Esh 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondenceshould 
be addressed to the Edi tor , P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be 
sent to Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550. Include both old and 
new addresses with requests for change of ad-
dress. 
Renewals: 1 year, $7.00; 2 years, $13.50; 3 years, 
$20.00; and 5 years, $32.50. New and gift sub-
scriptions, $6.00 a year. Lifetime, $125.00 
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
Renewal. . . 2000! 
Walter Winger 
Some months ago the Task Force on Structure, Funding and Budgeting 
conducted a survey of the brotherhood under the title "Renewal . . . 2000!" 
Considerable effort was expended to construct a good survey instrument, and to 
insure a broad sampling of the denomination. 
The following article reviews the results of the survey and announces the 
coming of recommendations for denominational structure revision. 
Have you been wondering what has happened to "Re-newal . . . 2000!"? It has been 
several months now since any public 
statements have been made by the 
Task Force on Structure, Funding, 
and Budgeting, the agency working 
most closely with Renewal . . . 2000! 
The last public word, in fact, was the 
distribution of the survey booklet in 
which response was called for from the 
brotherhood on some 24 specific state-
ments. 
And what a response was received! 
Five hundred and fifty-six usable sur-
veys poured into the Brethren in Christ 
offices in Stevensville, Ontario. (Only 
3 or 4 surveys were so incomplete as to 
be unusable.) 
In many cases, persons completing 
the surveys took advantage of the 
opportunity to write comments. These 
comments were most valuable, and, in 
some cases, significantly modified the 
Task Force's reaction to the survey. 
The scoring of the 556 surveys with 
35 variables on each survey was ac-
complished under the direction of Mr. 
David Timophy of the Sociology De-
partment of Brock University in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. Mr. Timophy pro-
grammed the results of each survey 
form, and gave us a computer printout 
showing absolute and relative scores. 
With this printout it is possible to 
compare the responses of, say, males 
in a certain age group in the Allegheny 
Conference with a similar (or dispar-
ate) group in another conference. 
From this data we learned that: 
A. Over 90% of the responses were 
favourable to the new statement 
of purpose as given in the book-
let. This item provoked a great 
deal of comment, however, and 
the statement of purpose which 
will be recommended to General 
Conference is modified by the 
comments. 
B. Over 75% of the responses indi-
cated that the present structure 
for denominational boards and 
committees was inadequate: more 
than 87% favoured the Task 
Force recommendations to our 
present structure. 
C. Seventy percent felt that adapt-
ing our present system of financ-
ing denominational programs 
would have no negative impact 
on giving to congregational trea-
suries, while 75% felt that the 
concept of brotherhood minis-
tries as described in the survey 
would constitute a good vehicle 
for proper utilization of broth-
erhood tithes and offerings. 
D. Over 77% felt that present re-
gional conference boundaries 
were inadequate, and nearly 75% 
looked favourably on the model 
for regional conference bound-
aries suggested by the Task Force. 
The above is only a sampling of the 
survey results. The Task Force consi-
dered carefully regional and demograph-
ic variations to the overall response, 
read and pondered each of the com-
ments received, and carefully formu-
lated a series of recommendations to 
the Board of Administration. The Board 
of Administration in turn studied the 
recommendations carefully, made 
some significant modifications, and 
authorized the formation of a series of 
recommendations for the General Con-
ference to consider. A report on these 
recommendations will appear in a sub-
sequent issue of the Visitor, and in full 
text in the General Conference program. 
Great opportunities face Christ's 
church everywhere. Let us pray to-
gether—and work together—and plan 
together! Let us meet our oppor-
tunities—together! 
The writer serves as a member of the Task Force. 
RESTRUCTURING FOR ANOTHER 25 YEARS 






Inward Bound—B in C's 
"Search me, O God, and know my heart; . . .' 
John R. Sider 
An ancient legend, still related by 
the Arabs of the desert, tells of a tiny 
termite which lived unnoticed in the 
cane on which King Solomon leaned 
for support and which having gnawed 
its way throughout the stick caused 
him to fall one day with serious injury. 
The tragic parallel is in his spiritual 
and moral decline preceded by the 
weakening of his inner strength. 
Isaiah's message to Israel reflects his 
concern that even as their tent ropes 
are lengthened and extended, the tent 
pegs must also be strengthened and 
driven deeper. Isaiah 54:2b. Expan-
sion without renewal will shortly end 
in confusion. 
Within the week I have heard again 
the cry for personal deepening and 
inner strengthening from men and 
women in my congregation who are 
inward bound. With the routine of liv-
ing demanding so much of our time 
and with a life style that militates 
against those needed times for inner 
development, for caring for others, 
and for listening to others we tend to 
put God "on hold." What results? We 
increase the tempo of our legitimate 
activities, all the while becoming so 
involved that the absence of the Holy 
Spirit goes unnoticed. 
People who are inward bound will 
practise the daily presence of Christ. 
Neither the richness of our heritage 
nor the delight of a past encounter 
with God dare replace the daily renew-
ing which we can enjoy through the 
immediate presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. Eugene Erny refers to the 
Holy Spirit as the "displaced Person" 
and adds "men who genuinely rely on 
God's Spirit . . . are found often on 
their knees . . . in the spiritual warfare 
the only truly effective weapons are 
spiritual ones . . . weapons fashioned 
by the Holy Spirit and wielded by 
Spirit-filled men." 
Our society which proliferates quick 
easy answers, get-rich-quick schemes, 
distorted values, I-am-the-way voices, 
cheap grace and duty-free discipleship 
can so easily squeeze us into its mould. 
Only as our faith is firmly secured in 
the Word can we withstand. Shock, 
humour, anger become the mixture of 
my emotions when I find the dearth or 
distortion of ideas which form the 
basis of beliefs. Because we do not 
"search the scriptures" we have missed 
those revelations of God's majesty, 
power, holiness; we have not seen the 
wealth of promises that are just wait-
ing to be appropriated; we cannot 
accurately distinguish between truth 
and error, and we have little to spare or 
share with others. The sword of the 
Spirit should be well used and fre-
quently wielded. 
What then of the results of the inner 
strength of the inward bound? My 
preaching and praying will combine to 
be more productive. "Sit at the feet of 
Jesus and then tell men what you see." 
Lesson preparation and teaching will 
have new purpose even as they become 
more effective. The parent and mar-
riage partner relationship will improve. 
Attitudes toward others and influen-
ces upon them will no longer be self 
centered as fellowship takes on new 
meaning. Bible study comes alive 
through constant absorption of the 
Word. Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit 
will result in a Christian life that is 
directed and productive. Maturing in 
personal holiness becomes a goal that 
enthuses us. The fruit of the Spirit is in 
such evidence that others become hun-
gry. We are the people who earth their 
faith. 
Power (the wind) and purity (the 
fire) combine to make our lives a force. 
Our Christian life becomes attractive 
and contagious as Christ is formed in 
us. A renewed mind gives purpose to 
living. There will be forged in our per-
sonal lives what Samuel Shoemaker 
calls the "iron of determination, dedi-
cation, and devotion." ". . . Strength-
ened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man"—Ephesians 3:16, moves 
us beyond the mediocre to the abundant. 
Thus equipped, there follows a de-
lightful development, growth, outreach, 
maturing, deepening of our own per-
sonal lives as we continue the pilgrim-
age of the inward bound. 
The writer is pastor of the Houghton congrega-
tion, Ontario, Canada. 
CHURCH NEWS 
Messiah College 
The Messiah College Chora l Society 
spr ing schedule inc luded/ inc ludes the fol-
lowing Brethren in Christ Churches: Sou-
de r ton , PA, Feb. 24; Pleasant Hill, O H , 
Mar . 8; Highland , O H , and Nappanee , IN, 
Mar . 9; Amhers t , O H , Mar . 11; G r a n t h a m , 
Mar . 16; and El izabeth town. Mar. 30. 
Dona ld R. Z o o k has passed all require-
ments at Temple University fo r a doc tora te 
in Business Educat ion . He is associate Pro-
fessor of Management and Business at 
Messiah College. 
Five Messiah College faculty members 
t a u g h t in Keys tone Bible Ins t i tu tes in 
December and J a n u a r y : Dr . Rober t Hess. 
Dr. D o r o t h y Gish, Mr. Mike Shaker , Mr. 
Luke Keefer, and Dr. Rober t Ives. The 
Institutes were a joint effort of the Brethren 
in Christ , Church of the Brethren, and 
M e n n o n i t e c h u r c h e s of s o u t h e a s t e r n 
Pennsylvania. 
The Fif teenth Annua l Ministers Confer -
ence at Messiah College on March 18-19 
has the theme, "Wholeness for the Eight-
ies." The main speakers are Dr. J ames F. 
Engel of Whea ton , Illinois, d i rec tor of the 
Billy G r a h a m G r a d u a t e P rog ram in C o m -
munica t ions at Whea ton College; Mrs. 
Dorcas Cl imenhaga (Mrs . David) , Nap-
panee, Indiana; and Dr. F r ank Bateman 
Stanger , president of Asbury Theological 
Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky. 
More than for ty Messiah College stu-
dents a t tended the Urbana missions con-
vention dur ing Chris tmas vacation. 
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Singles' Retreat/Seminar 
A Singles' R e t r e a t / S e m i n a r will be 
held March 28-30 at C a m p Men-O-
Lan, Doer r Rd. , Quaker town , Pa. The 
seminar is open to all singles, 18 years 
and older . Dr . D o r o t h y Gish, Acting 
Dean of S tuden t Development , Mes-
siah College, will be one of the speakers 
fo r the weekend. For fur ther in forma-
t ion call 215-679-5144 or write Men-O-
Lan, R. D. 1, Quaker town , Pa 18951. 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
The Carlisle congregation hosted an Interna-
tional Center Learning Clinic on Jan. 25 and 26, 
with 125 people attending the eight hours of 
Christian Education training. • Spiritual Life 
Week was observed by the Grantham congrega-
tion on Feb. 10-14, with guest speaker, Jimmy 
DiRaddo. Love was the topic for the sessions. • 
The Green Grove congregation reports seven 
persons were received into membership during 
the months of December and January. 
On Sunday morning, Jan. 13, Shari Sides 
gave a report on Urbana '79 to the Messiah 
Village congregation. The pastor, LeRoy Wal-
ters and Mrs. Walters, presented a slide presen-
tation of their trip across Canada during the 
Sunday evening service, Jan. 27. • A youth rally 
was hosted by the Alpha and Omegan Youth 
Group of the Paramount congregation on Sat-
urday evening, Jan. 26. Bruce Burkholder, 
Chaplain for the Derry Township Prison, was 
the guest speaker. 
Atlantic 
Kenbrook Camp was presented to the Eliza-
bethtown congregation on Sunday, Jan. 27, 
when director, Eugene Wingert, brought the 
morning message and Jim Zook and Carolyn 
Calhoon shared camping experiences by a slide 
presentation in the evening service. • As part of 
the Holden Park's outreach, individuals of the 
congregation have been encouraged to choose 
prayer partners. All interested in this aspect 
were encouraged to stay after the morning ser-
vice on Jan. 20, to choose partners and a time for 
meeting in prayer. 
Naney Kreider, teacher in Rhodesia, gave a 
missionary challenge to the Manheim congrega-
tion on Sunday morning, Jan. 27. • The Manor 
congregation reports a one-day Ladies' Retreat 
on Saturday, Jan 26. Mrs. Esther Snyder was 
the guest speaker. Three babies were dedicated 
in the Sunday morning service, Jan. 27. 
Canadian 
The ladies of the Falls View congregation 
have begun a new Bible study series entitled "A 
Woman's Priorities." The group, which meets 
each Tuesday morning, begins with a period of 
exercises preceding the Bible Study. • An eve-
ning of fellowship and fun was hosted by the 
Heise Hill congregation to which the Gormley 
United Missionary Church was invited. 
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The Massey Place Church designated Sun-
day, Feb. 10, as LOVE Sunday, when the con-
gregation expressed their love for a Southeast 
Asian family of four by donating items of need. • 
Rev. Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas Missions, 
was the guest speaker as the Westheights con-
gregation celebrated their first anniversary. A 
dinner was served to those attending. 
Central 
The Women's Fellowship of the Ashland con-
gregation reports sending 125 pounds of 
clothing to the church in Rhodesia. • The Fair-
view congregation hosted a Christian Education 
Rally for all Southern Ohio churches on Sun-
day, Feb. 17. The theme for the conference was 
"Involvement for Learning and Growing" and 
was led by John Arthur Brubaker, John Yeatts, 
and Winnie Swalm. 
"The Role of Women in the Church" was the 
topic forthe Nappanee congregation on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 3. Time for questions and discus-
sion was given. • The WPF of the Pleasant Hill 
congregation showed the Corrie ten Boom film, 
"The Lives She Touched," on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 3. 
Midwest 
Special guest speakers to the Mountain View 
congregation on Sunday, Jan. 5, were Bishop 
Don Shafer and Jan Engle. Bishop Shafer spoke 
in the morning worship service and Jan shared 
in the evening service her experiences in Zambia. 
Pacific 
On Sunday evening, Jan. 27, the Women's 
Fellowship of the Labish congregation held a 
Sandwich Supper. The supper was in honor of 
Donna Ginder who left for a year of voluntary 
service in San Francisco. • The Upland congre-
gation combined the dedication of their new 
facilities, seventy-fifth anniversary, and home-
coming in services held on Sunday, Jan. 27. The 
homecoming service was observed in the morn-
ing, dedication in the afternoon, and the anni-
versary service in the evening. 
Correction: Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Winger 
were members and served as deacon and 
wife at the Wainfleet congregat ion and not 
the Puslinch congregat ion as reported in 
the J a n u a r y 25 issue. 
Births 
Beach: J o h n Walter, born Jan . 15, to 
J o h n and Bev Beach, Cheapside congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Book: J o n n a Kae, born Dec. 21, to Cur-
tis and Leslie Book, Mt. Rock congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Bowman: Kirsten Joy , born Jan . 10, to 
Clair and Fannie Bowman, Cross Roads 
congregat ion, Pa. 
Breneman: Ja red L a M a r , born Jan . 12, 
to J . Earl and Connie Breneman, M a n o r 
congregat ion, Pa. 
Buckwalter: Rebecca Lynn, born Jan . 
12, to J . Reid and Ruth Buckwalter, M a n o r 
congregation, Pa. 
Cross: Cathy Lynn, born Jan . 18, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Cross, Wainfleet con-
gregation, Ont. 
Crowe: Christ ina Michelle, born Jan . 
25, to Delbert and Elizabeth Crowe, Five 
Forks congregat ion, Pa. 
Frost: J o s h u a Michael, born Jan . 6, to 
Mike and Debbie Fros t , Skyline View 
congregat ion, Pa. 
Gingrich: Brooke Nichole, born Dec. 
16, to Mr. and Mrs. George Gingrich, 
Shenks congregat ion, Pa. 
Huber: Jus t in Michael , born Jan . 15, to 
J . L a m a r and Carol ine Huber , M a n o r 
congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Vanessa Gaile, born Dec. 9, to 
J . Roger and Brenda Lehman, M a n o r 
congregat ion, Pa. 
McCall: Vanessa Beatriz, born Dec. 2, 
to Napoleon and Olimpia McCall , M o u n -
tain View congregat ion, Co. 
Price: Jenni fer Renee, born Jan . 18, to 
D o n and Faye Price, Ashland congrega-
tion, Oh. 
Robinson: Lucinda Marie, born Jan . 
12, to Grady and Luann Robinson, Fair-
view congregat ion, Oh. 
Schreier: Je reme David, born Dec. 11, 
to Dave and Cindy Schreier , Moun ta in 
View congregat ion, Co. 
Thrush: Dawn Heisey, born Dec. 2, to 
Curt is and D o n n a Thrush , Mt. Rock con-
gregation, Pa. 
Wiebe: Quin ton James , born Dec. 30, 
to Dale and Sandra Wiebe, Massey Place 
congregat ion, Sask. 
Weddings 
Bussard-Ely: Mar jo r i e Elizabeth Ely, 
daughter of Mr. Serryl Couch, and Dave 
E., son of Mr. and Mrs. T o m Bussard, 
both of Everett , Pa. , Nov. 3, in the Clear 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Cogan-Miller: Gloria J . , daughter of 
Mrs. Kenneth Miller, Breezewood, Pa. , 
and Je f f rey M., son of Mr. and Mrs. J im 
Cogan , Hopewell , Pa. , Nov. 10, in the 
Clear Creek Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Wingert-Rice: Joanne , daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J . Fred Rice, and Glenn, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Wingert, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. , Dec. 29, in the New Guil-
ford Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Maurice Bender and Rev. J ames Strite 
officiating. 
to page 11 
5 
MCC News Notes 
Annual Meeting January 24-26, 1980 
Kidron, Ohio 
MCC Creates MCC U.S. 
The MCC U. S. meeting, held prior to the MCC annual 
meeting January 25 to 26, marked the first time that par-
ticular body had met, although U. S. representatives to 
MCC had convened at the 1979 annual meeting and in 
June, 1979. 
A major action of the meeting was the adoption of a 
statement on world tensions and the military draft which 
followed President Carter's request the previous night for 
reinstatement of draft registration. "We are distressed that 
a return to military conscription is being proposed," read 
the statement in part. "Whether peace prevails or tensions 
increase to the point of war, we are committed to Christ's 
way of love." 
The statement urges Mennonite young people to record 
their convictions as conscientious objectors with the 
church through the Christian Peacemaker Registration 
form, appeals to like-minded church groups for discussion 
on the draft and urges attendance at the upcoming Assem-
bly on the Draft and National Service to be held in Goshen, 
Indiana March 27 to 29. 
Matters necessary for the establishment of a new MCC, 
U. S. structure occupied much of the day's agenda. The 
board ratified organizational structures for the new body, 
which had been previously approved at the June, Sep-
tember, and December meetings. Also approved was the 
earlier action to appoint Anna Juhnke, N. Newton, Kan-
sas, and Hubert Brown, Inglewood, Calif., to the Execu-
tive Committee to represent the concerns formerly carried 
by U. S. Ministries. 
Other business included reports by the various branches 
of the new MCC U. S. MCC controller Ken Langeman 
reported that MCC begins the 1980 year in relatively good 
financial position, with U. S. constituency contributions 
totalling $4.5 million, an increase of 19.7 percent over 
1978. Wilmer Heisey, chairman of the U. S. Ministries 
Board before its recent dissolution, and Lynn Roth and 
Rolando Santiago, director and assistant director of the U. 
S. M. program, reported on overall program developments. 
Material Aid, Self-Help, Mennonite Disaster Service, 
Mennonite Mental Health Services, regional reports, and 
the draft statement comprised the rest of the day's agenda. 
MCC U. S. members agreed to meet again November 21 
and 22 in Chicago for their 1981 annual meeting. 
MCC Approves Budget Increase in 1980 
Mennonite Central Committee agreed at its annual 
meeting in Kidron, Ohio, to approve a $12.1 million cash 
budget for fiscal year 1980, representing a 34.3 percent 
increase over what MCC spent in 1979. 
A major factor in the increased budget is a plan to 
increase assistance in areas of the world where refugee 
needs are intense, such as Southeast Asia, Africa, and 
Middle East. 
Members also stressed that the overall value of the dol-
lar has dropped in purchasing power. While MCC's total 
6 
cash income has grown from over $2.5 million in 1970 to 
$10 million in 1979, the purchasing power of that $10 
million in terms of the 1970 dollar, is only $5.5 million. 
While the buying power of the U. S. dollar has dimin-
ished at home and in most of the countries in which MCC 
has programs, inflation abroad has also meant that U. S. 
and Canadian dollars purchase less each year. In Africa, 
for example, the cost of living has increased an average of 
20 to 30 percent. 
The ambitious 1980 budget depends on MCC's ability to 
expand program. A substantial increase of personnel and 
in giving will be needed to meet the needs for which MCC 
has budgeted funds in the new year. 
The largest budget increase follows a year in which 
constituency contributions were very generous and income 
exceeded expenses. 
The increase was particularly strong in the United 
States, up 19.7 percent to $4.5 million. Contributions from 
MCC (Canada) were up 6.2 percent to $1.4 million. From 
non-constituency sources, there was a large increase in 
money received from Canadian government grants. The 
34.3 percent increase in the 1980 budget is possible due in 
part to strong operating fund balances at the end of 1979. 
MCC—A People's Movement 
Meat canning was part of the many activities planned in 
connection with the MCC annual meeting held in Kidron, 
January 25, 26. Several hundred volunteers worked at 
various times on the canning process from January 21 to 
25, Monday through Friday. 
The Gerber building where the canning took place was 
built by the people of the area especially to process relief 
supplies. It is named for Daniel Gerber, originally from 
Kidron, an MCCer who disappeared in Vietnam in 1962. 
MCC as a people's movement and Mennonite thrift in 
recycling was also apparent at the thrift shop gathering 
which met Thursday, January 24. Representatives from 
shops in Ohio, Indiana, and western Pennsylvania, attend-
ed workshops, heard a panel and told what was unique 
about their shops. 
Those present at the thrift shop meeting calculated that 
they represented 1,002 volunteers in the three-state area. A 
number of volunteers expressed how much it means for 
them to be doing their work. 
An ingathering of material aid also took place during 
annual meeting. MCC received 202 tons of corn to ship to 
Upper Volta, Brazil, and Nicaragua and 20 tons of beans 
for Upper Volta. Many farmers sold their corn and beans 
to donate the cash with $30,000 collected from them and 
others. Material aid supplies loaded on the MCC truck to 
go to Akron on Saturday were bedding, layettes, kits, 
clothing, soap, towels, bandages, diapers, and Christmas 
bundles worth an estimated $25,000. 
A public meeting which included a simple meal was held 
Thursday night. More than 600 people gathered at the high 
school despite the usual "annual meeting snow." The Cen-
tral Christian High School Concert Choir sang. Peter 
Dyck coordinated a presentation called "This is the Lord's 
Doing." 
Several events occurred on Friday, January 25. At noon, 
board members attended a luncheon of pastors from the 
area in which they asked questions about Peace Section 
and overseas work. 
Evangelical Visitor 
On Friday evening there was a public meeting at the 
Kidron Mennonite Church. The late Doris Janzen Long-
acre, author of More-With-Less Cookbook, and Daniel 
Gerber were remembered. Georgi Vins, the Russian Bap-
tist dissident exiled to the United States last April, spoke 
along with his daughter, Natasha. About 1,000 attended 
the meeting, giving an offering of around $3,000. 
efugee Resolut ion is a Highlight 
A resolution to "give special attention during the next 
three years to the needs of refugees in Africa, Southeast 
Asia, the Middle East, and other regions where refugee 
problems occur," was a priority action at the 1980 Menno-
nite Central Committee annual meeting, January 24 to 26. 
Agreement on the "Resolution on Refugees" followed 
long discussions on problems surrounding getting aid to 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) and to refugees throughout South-
east Asia in 1979, and the growing refugee crisis in such 
countries as Somalia and Afghanistan. 
MCC members recognized the generous response of 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ during 1979, when 3,950 
refugees were sponsored through MCC in Canada and the 
United States. 
The renewed attention to refugees in the next three years 
will include allocating additional resources of personnel, 
material aid, and funds to minister to refugee needs, assist-
ing the resettlement of refugees in their own or a third 
country, ministering to the social and spiritual needs of 
refugees, pursuing opportunities for reconciliation to 
situations which precipitate refugee flows, and encourag-
ing MCC staff to move quickly to offer assistance as refu-
gee problems develop. 
Additionally, it was resolved to pray for government 
leaders and speak to them concerning policies that create 
refugees and to call on constituent churches to pray for 
refugees. 
The emphasis is a message to constituents that MCC is 
ready to be "innovative and spontaneous" in its aid to 
refugees, it was noted by MCC (Canada) Chairman Hugo 
Jantz. 
MCC named its fifth chairman, Elmer Neufeld, presi-
dent of Bluffton College and of General Conference Men-
nonite Church and vice chairman of MCC since 1974. He 
filled the position vacated by the death of Newton Ging-
rich. Neufeld has served in MCC peace section and with 
MCC in Africa and has been on the MCC board since 
1966. Accepting the nomination, Neufeld described MCC 
work as "part of God's mission in the world, an integral 
part of the evangel of Jesus Christ." 
Hugo Jantz was elected vice chairman in Neufeld's place 
and Norman Shenk of Eastern Mennonite Board of Mis-
sion and Charities was re-elected MCC treasurer. Roy 
Sider continues as the Committee's recording secretary. 
Ross Nigh, vice chairman of MCC (Canada), was 
named a new representative to the executive committee 
and three new members-at-large were named to the board. 
The MCC members approved a recommendation reap-
pointing William T. Snyder as MCC executive secretary 
for a three-year term, with provisions that MCC "look 
toward a transition with the executive secretaryship within 
this three-year term." 
MCC members spent a major block of time reviewing 
MCC programs from 1979 and plans and budget for 1980. 
A special report came from Ray Brubacher, secretary for 
Africa, who had just returned from a trip to Somalia, 
which has the largest concentration of refugees in Africa. 
Presently, an estimated one million refugees live in camps 
and villages there, having fled from Ethiopia. Plans were 
approved to send substantial food and personnel aid to 
Somalia in 1980. 
MCC anual meeting delegates agreed to invite European 
Mennonites to participate in the ministry of MCC through 
involvement of European Mennonites at the staff level in 
North America, through sending a fraternal delegate to 
annual meeting or through other ways Europeans might 
suggest. 
After discussion concerning Christian living in Soviet 
Union and the Eastern European countries, a resolution 
was passed calling on the Council of Religious Affairs 
under the Council of Ministers of the USSR to release 
religious prisoners in USSR and to stop all harassment of 
believers there. 
O. B. Reimer of Reedley, Calif., was recognized for his 
many contributions to MCC in the West Coast region. He 
was instrumental in creation of the West Coast Material 
Aid Center, in arranging for shipments of dried fruit over-
seas and in beginning CPS and MDS work on the west 
coast. 
The next annual meeting will be January 1981 at Lan-
drum Mennonite Brethren Church in Admonton, Alta. 
The Good Outweighs the Bad 
from page 16 
to oil fired power are not yet paid for and already we talk of 
conversions from oil to coal. The costs associated with 
such a re-conversion would be significant and borne by the 
consumer. Other problems that could be mentioned are 
sulphur content of much of the coal available and the 
environmental hazards of strip mining. I do not suggest 
coal as the remedy for our energy problems. 
Nuclear fission can provide the "short term" answer to at 
least a part of our energy problem. The safety record of the 
nuclear power industry is enviable. There have been six 
serious accidents in nuclear power industry history and no 
one has yet died as a result. (Military research has resulted 
in three deaths.) Background radiation in the immediate 
area is equivalent to approximately two x-rays per year. 
Cities like Denver, Colorado, have naturally occurring 
radioactivity many times higher due to radioactive ele-
ments naturally in the area. People in airplanes flying at 
high altitudes receive more exposure due to increased cos-
mic radiation. Next to coal, uranium is our most abundant 
energy resource. 
I suggest that nuclear fission is the safest, healthiest, 
most economically feasible energy source for the next 25 
years. The arguments presented here are brief and, as a 
result, incomplete. 1 wish we would look less emotionally 
at the relative merits and problems associated with various 
energy sources. I think the result would be favorable to 
energy generated by nuclear fission. 
A Meetinghouse article. 
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Brethren 
m . . 
cnnst 
The Urbana campus of the University of Illinois re-
sounded with the theme "That All Nations Might Believe 
and Obey Jesus Christ" as nearly 17,000 student delegates 
and missions personnel convened for the 12th Student 
Missions Convention, sponsored by Inter-Varsity Chris-
tian Fellowship, December 27-31, 1979. Speakers gave 
forceful input to the delegates in the mass gatherings twice 
a day; delegates and missions personnel shared in after-
noon workshops and at missions agency and school dis-
plays in the Armory; delegates shared in small group Bible 
studies and prayer times in their living quarters. 
Brethren in Christ students and missions personnel from 
Canada, Zimbabwe Rhodesia, and the U.S. participated in 
Urbana 79. A group of about fifty students and alumni 
traveled from Messiah College (see photo below). Five 
persons attended Urbana as representatives for Brethren in 
Christ Missions. These representatives shared informally 
with students and staffed the display booth, which illus-
trated areas of involvement and opportunities for service. 
The Brethren in Christ Church was one of seven groups 
belonging to the Mennonite World Conference who coor-
dinated their joint presence at Urbana 79, through the 
Inter-Mennonite Urbana Planning Group. Brethren in 
Christ Missions shared with these related mission agencies 
to present a united witness, enphasizing the peacemaker 
and servant roles of world missionaries. 
As an event, Urbana 79 is history. But, as an experience 
and an impetus for growth, Urbana 79 marked an impor-
tant beginning. Its impact on the future of Christian mis-
sion will only become evident as the delegates, including 
Brethren in Christ, who committed themselves to missions 
service actively respond to Christ's call. 
REFLECTIONS ON URBANA . . . 
"The sign on the display board behind our table read 
"Brethren in Christ Missions." I was glad to be there 
sharing with students about service opportunities with the 
Brethren in Christ. Among the many who came to talk 
were Brethren in Christ students, some from Messiah Col-
lege and some from other colleges and universities. How 
thankful I am that we could affirm their interest in world 
missions, whether that might be involvement in service or 
stimulating support at home. 
"The fact that Brethren in Christ Missions was one of 
over 100 agencies represented at Urbana gave me a 
renewed awareness that we are indeed part of the team that 
God is using to accomplish his purpose in missions. We 
need to be continually seeking his direction for our part in 
that effort." 
—Arlene Miller, President, 
Missions Prayer Fellowship 
"Unlike many of the 18,000 at Urbana, I went believing 
that I had a definite call to missions. Being involved in 
World Missions Fellowship at Messiah, I had developed 
an understanding of mission and broadened my knowl-
edge of the world's needs. So, for me Urbana was the 'icing 
on the cake'~I received the extra "oomph" needed to 
continue on the path God has set before me. 
"The most important concept I brought back with me 
from Urbana was the realization that we are not alone in 
reaching the world for Christ. Yes, I knew this before, but 
seeing over 100 displays representing mission societies, 
talking with many of the missionaries from all parts of the 
world and seeing thousands of students stand in commit-
ment to world missions, my heart was overwhelmed." 
—Mary Brubaker, student, Messiah College 
"The climate at Urbana 79 was very encouraging. Do 
you remember when Jesus sent out the twelve disciples two 
by two in their "field work" experience? They returned and 
gave very good reports before Jesus began his further 
training for them. Urbana was just such a conference; great 
field reports were given by nationals. The old doubts about 
the relevancy of missions were gone. In their place great 
new opportunities were presented. The emphasis was upon 
America as an equal partner in the work of extending his 
kingdom. 
"Student response was overwhelming. Indeed, at the 
invitation for commitment to world missions, about 80% 
stood. Billy Graham then issued an unusual and mostly 
unheeded invitation to sit down if one was not whole-
hearted in one's commitment. Urbana 79 markedfor me a 
growth step in the church's fulfillment of Christ's last 
command." 
—Robert Barrett, faculty, Messiah College 
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Notable Quotes From Urbana 
Billy Graham 
I am finding a receptivity to the Gospel on a scale I have 
not known in my nearly 40 years of evangelism. 
It is my prayer that this magnificent obsession, the love 
of God in Christ Jesus, will so constrain hundreds of you 
that you will offer this very night, to serve his cause, to 
march under his flag, to surrender yourself to the Lordship 
of Christ, to use your gifts in his service. 
John Stott 
What we have to share with others is not a ragbag of 
human speculations. It is not one more human religion 
which takes its place alongside all the other religions of 
mankind. No, it is 'the gospel of God', God's good news for 
a lost world. Without this there can be no evangelism. 
To Paul, evangelism was a debt not a charity. 
The God of the Bible never loses his temper or gets mad 
at people. There is nothing irrational or passionate, 
nothing spiteful or vindictive about the wrath of God. The 
wrath of God is his controlled, righteous reaction to evil, 
his implacable hostility to it. his refusal to come to terms 
with it, and his just judgment upon it. 
It is when human beings rebel against God's self-
revelation that he gives them up to the consequences of 
their rebellion. His wrath is revealed against their ungodli-
ness not in summary acts of judgment but in a process of 
moral and social degeneration . . . we seem to be witnessing 
something similar in today's permissive western society. 
Luis Palau 
It is no use dreaming of other places and other gifts and 
other personality traits that we see in someone we admire. 
First of all, that is destructive. Secondly, it is offensive to 
our Lord, who gifted you, created you, and placed you 
where you are now. 
To work together with the body of Christ implies a most 
provocative and profound identification with Jesus Christ. 
It implies a measure of suffering that few of us have expe-
rienced because of our superficiality. 
Ruth Siemens 
The question is not whether self-supporting missionary 
work is ideal or practical, but whether it is biblical. If so, we 
will not emphasize the disadvantages, but seek ways to 
solve them. 
Roughly 50% of the world's people are off limits to the 
North American professional missionary. Through secular 
avenue, we can penetrate even the most closed countries. 
Isabelo Magalit 
Is the day of the Western missionary coming to an end? 
No, but definitely no. World evangelism is the responsibil-
ity of the whole Church, no less of the older churches of 
Europe and America as of the younger churches of Asia 
and Africa and Latin America. 
Please do not send us missionaries who insist on a 
dichotomy between evangelism and social concern. Mis-
sionaries who say that evangelism is our main, or even sole 
concern—ministry to the temporal needs of people we will 
do also, but only as we have time, later, and as our limited 
resources allow—such missionaries make it hard for us to 
refute the Marxist charge that Christians promise a pie in 
the sky for by and by. 
Elisabeth Elliot 
In God's categories it really doesn't matter whether, 
humanly speaking, you win or lose, whether you're victim 
or a victor. You're a witness. 
Is there anybody here who knows God? You'd be glad to 
raise your hands this morning and be counted. But suppose 
your answer would send you off to the Gulag Archipelago? 
Suppose it meant the sacrifice of the most precious thing in 
your life? Or a lion's den? A blazing furnace? A shower of 
rocks? An Auca spear in your back? 
Messiah College students and alumni are shown here coordinated by the college's World Missions Fellowship, 
before their all-night van ride to Urbana 79. The group was Robert Barrett, advisor. 
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Facing a Task Unfinished 
Janette Engle 
An article in the December 19, 1979, issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor focused on the unfinished task of world 
evangelization and posed some questions about our cur-
rent denominational involvement in finishing the task. My 
purpose here is to look more closely at the present chal-
lenge of the world's unreached peoples and how it is being 
met, and to suggest some specific ways we can participate 
in meeting the challenge. 
The unfinished task of world evangelization is simply, 
but profoundly, this: 3 billion of the world's estimated 4.2 
billion people do not worship Jesus Christ.1 The task is 
more clearly delineated by the fact that approximately 2.5 
billion of the estimated 3 billion non-Christians in the 
world are what Dr. Ralph Winter of the U. S. Center for 
World Mission defines as "Hidden People": "These are 
individuals and groups of people who, whether geographi-
cally near or far from Christian outreach, are sufficiently 
different linguistically, socially, economically, or cultur-
ally so that they are simply not realistic candidates for 
membership in existing Christian churches."2 In other 
words, these Hidden People cannot be reached by ordinary 
evangelistic efforts of local churches around the world, but 
only by a cross-cultural missionary effort. 
Many people assume that a cross-cultural effort to reach 
people for Christ is precisely what missionaries are involved 
in today. In fact, most missionaries are not engaged in such 
an activity. According to Dr. Winter, excepting a few 
agencies, ". . . virtually all missionary boards with more 
than twenty-five years of effort behind them are by now 
focused primarily on the care and feeding of existing Chris-
tian communities."3 This is not to suggest that nurturing 
young churches toward independence is not worthwhile, 
but it seems that in focusing on this, we have somehow lost 
sight of the big picture—that "untold millions are still 
untold." 
The tremendous challenge that faces the Church at the 
beginning of the 1980's is clear: some 2.5 billion people 
have never heard of Jesus Christ and have virtually no 
witness to him among them. Who will respond? Surely all 
of us who acknowledge Christ as Lord must prayerfully 
determine what part we are to play. 
Some exciting developments are already taking place in 
regard to the challenge. In 1976, Dr. Ralph Winter, a 
former missionary and then professor at the Fuller School 
of World Mission, left Fuller on a venture which led to the 
> founding of the U. S. Center for World Mission (USCWM). 
The Center, which is housed on and is in the process of 
buying a college campus in Pasadena, California, focuses 
exclusively on the Hidden People described above. Activi-
ties are directed toward generating awareness of the Hid-
den People and stimulating effort to reach them.4 
Specifically, the USCWM offers a one semester course 
in "International Studies," aimed at educating young peo-
ple in scriptural teaching on mission strategy, in current 
American missionary activity around the world, and in the 
what and how of reaching the Hidden People.5 Also avail-
able from the Center are numerous brochures, charts, 
books, and a film, all of which deal with the Hidden 
People. Further information can be obtained from: 
The U. S. Center for World Mission 
1605 E. Elizabeth Street 
Pasadena, California 91104 
Another organization dealing with the challenge of 
unreached people is the Missions Advanced Research and 
Communication Center (MARC), a ministry of the Evan-
gelism and Research Division of World Vision Interna-
tional. Among other activities, MARC is involved in an 
ongoing program of identifying and publicizing unevan-
gelized peoples. Descriptive brochures on various un-
reached groups of people are available, as well as addi-
tional literature and audiovisual materials aimed at helping 
people to develop a world view on missions. A descriptive 
publications order form can be obtained from: 
MARC/World Vision International 
919 W. Huntington Drive 
Monrovia, California 91016 
I trust that you are thinking about how God wants you 
to be involved in world missions, if you are not already 
actively involved. Of course the Lord must lead you specif-
ically, but I offer a few suggestions: 
1) Write to the given addresses for literature and learn 
more about the Hidden People. 
2) Contribute financially to the U. S. Center for World 
Mission. The Center is paying for its campus largely 
through one-time contributions of $15.95 from peo-
ple who hear of it by word of mouth or through 
"Grapevine" letters. 
3) Initiate a program in your church to inform members 
about the Hidden People. 
4) Pray for specific unreached groups—that those whom 
God calls to reach them will respond in joyful obe-
dience. An excellent aid to prayer for world missions 
is Operation World: A Handbook for World Inter-
cession by P. J. Johnstone (available in some local 
Christian bookstores, or may be ordered from STL 
Publications, P. O. Box 48, Bromley, Kent, England). 
God has blessed and continues to bless the work of 
missionaries around the world. But a great unfinished task 
is before us. Many are needed to pray, to give and to go. 
May these words of Frank Houghton ring true in many 
hearts and minds: 
"Facing a task unfinished, that drives us 
to our knees, 
A need that, undiminished, rebukes our 
slothful ease, 
We, who rejoice to know thee, renew 
before thy throne 
The solemn pledge we owe thee—to go 
and make thee known."6 
Footnotes on page It 
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Aid to Somalia Underway 
MCC News Release 
Akron, PA.—Mennonite Central 
Committee is making plans to send 
food aid to Somalia to help feed the 
more than one million refugees that 
have been pouring into that country 
from Ethiopia. 
Ray Brubacher, MCC Africa Secre-
tary, and Peter Crossman, Sahel mate-
rial aid coordinator, recently visited 
Somalia to determine the specific ways 
in which MCC could help in that situa-
tion. Other agencies and governments 
are providing corn, rice, milk, vegeta-
ble oil and other foodstuff. 
Because Western countries are re-
sponding with a variety of food com-
modities, the government of Somalia 
made a special request for technical 
personnel. MCC is negotiating with 
them for sending three to six workers 
such as a mechanic, water developer, 
engineer, construction worker and/or 
pharmacist. 
Brubacher and Crossman were in 
the capital of Mogadishu most of their 
visit since they needed to meet with 
officials. They were, however, able to 
get out to two refugee camps. They 
found only women, children and old 
men in them. Men 18 to 50 are on the 
border or inside Ethiopia fighting with 
the Western Somalia Liberation Front. 
The United Nations estimates that 
600,000 refugees will be in camps by 
the end of 1980. Already 800,000 are in 
villages and almost 500,000 in camps 
now with a daily flow of 800 to 1,000. 
They come primarily from the Ogaden, 
a section in southeast Ethiopia, over 
which a war has been raging. Somalia, 
desperately short of resources, has 
appealed to the international com-
munity for help. 
Many of the people in the Ogaden 
are actually Somalis. Somalia is will-
ing to take on the extra burden of the 
refugees because the area used to be a 
part of its country. The people of the 
Ogaden represent to the Ethiopians an 
alien population. Not all of the refu-
gees are Somalis, however. Over 100,000 
Gallas living south of the Ogaden are 
Ethiopians but are not especially loyal 
to the present government. 
Brubacher noted that the children of 
the new refugees are physically much 
weaker than those who came earlier. 
Since these Somalis who had lived in 
the Ogaden are mostly pastoralists 
having cattle and camels, they have 
become dependent on outside food 
sources in the camps since they left 
their livestock behind. Some of their 
herds and water sources for them were 
bombed or poisoned by the Ethiopians 
in an attempt to rid the Ogaden of 
them and the annoyance they present. 
The Somali government has tried 
measures in the older camps to make 
the people more self-sufficient, with 
some success. Fairly large irrigation 
projects were started by the government. 
However, some of the irrigation sys-
tems have created health problems, 
Brubacher notes. The pastoral Soma-
lis, used to leaving their wastes behind 
during their wanderings, have created 
a sanitation problem in the settled 
camps. Standing irrigation water with 
human wastes has spread Bilharzia, a 
disease characterized by a worm para-
site that infests the human body. 
With all the problems the camps 
bring, it is evident still that the Soma-
lia government is trying to take care of 
the people whom they feel are kindred 
Somalia. 
The goverment is looking to the 
West for help, feeling that Soviet ex-
pansionism is one of the main causes 
of the war in Ethiopia. This is not to 
overlook the fact, however, that ancient 
hostilities have plagued the Horn of 
Africa, as this area is sometimes called. 
Problems also exist from the colonial 
era when European countries and 
Ethiopia divided the area up so that 
the Somalis were scattered in various 
countries rather than having a special 
country all their own. 
Church News 
from page 5 
Obituaries 
Dilts: Mrs. Mildred Dilts, born July 15, 
1907, died J a n . 13, 1980, in the Welland 
Hospi ta l . She is survived by her husband , 
Harley; a son, Clarence; and fou r g rand-
chi ldren. She was a m e m b e r of the Wain-
fleet Brethren in Christ Church where the 
fune ra l service was conduc ted by Rev. Roy 
J . Pe t e rman . In t e rmen t was in the Maple 
Lawn Cemetery. 
Kappelman: Flechia Fern Kappe lman , 
born Feb. 27, 1909, in Af ton , la., died Dec. 
17, 1979. She was the daughte r of Edwin 
and E m m a S t r ingham Faler . On Feb. 24, 
1931, she was marr ied to George F. Kap-
pelman who preceded her in death. She is 
survived by three sons: Raymond , Gerald, 
and Eber; a daughter , Betty Bryant; 15 
grandchi ldren; and five great-grandchil-
dren. A son preceded her in death. 
Moore: J o h n M. Moore, Columbia, Pa., 
born Feb. 2, 1902, died Jan . 27, 1980. He 
was the son of George and Barbara Marley 
Moore . He was married to Helen Hubley 
Moore who survives. Also surviving are 
five sons: Robert T., Donald L., George 
W., Charles H., and Kenneth R.; two 
daughters : Mrs. Edith Tangert and Helen 
Moore; 23 grandchi ldren; 17 great-grand-
children; and a sister. He was a member of 
the M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church . The 
funera l service was conducted by Rev. 
J o h n B. H a w b a k e r a n d Rev. Paul Charles. 
In terment was in the Habecker Mennoni te 
Cemetery. 
Sherk: Floyd Raymond Sherk, Crystal 
Beach, Ont. , died Jan . 6, 1980, at the age of 
82. He is survived by his wife, Mae Parcel 
Sherk; two stepsons: J ames and Edward 
Beck; two s tepdaughters : Mrs. Margaret 
C r u m b and Mrs. Audrey Busby; three 
brothers ; two sisters; and 17 s tep-grand-
children. His first wife, Cather ine Sherk, a 
brother , and a sister preceded him in death . 
The funera l service was held in the Sherk-
ston Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in the Ridgeway Memoria l Cemetery. 
Footnotes 
from page 10 
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Lois Mitten 
Three children, three staff 
members, a new building, five learn-
ing centers, and a dream were present 
on January 15, 1979—the first day of 
CSD Nursery School and Daycare 
Center, an affiliate of the Nazarene 
Center for Spiritual Development, 
Toledo, Ohio. The dream was to 
provide a service to community fami-
lies which would allow them to see 
Christ living in the lives of staff 
members. Three weeks passed and 
our enrollment was only eight. We 
felt impressed to pray for a miracle 
because we knew that it was not by 
our might or power that our pre-
school would succeed. Therefore, we 
covenanted to pray at least fifteen 
minutes per day asking the Lord to 
increase our enrollment. 
On February 21st our miracle 
happened—parents began streaming 
in to enroll their children. Within one 
day our enrollment doubled. We re-
joiced that God had rewarded our 
faith. We soon settled into compla-
cency and discontinued our daily 
vigil and our enrollment began to 
drop, relationships were affected, and 
the children's Christian education 
began to wane. 
When Fall came, our enrollment 
increased and new staff was needed. 
Again we turned to the Lord and he 
supplied our needs. But we also knew 
that we needed to reevaluate our 
purposes, our methods, and our min-
istry. We began teaching the children 
scripture memorization, implemented 
a weekly chapel program using the 
Foundation Series, taught the chil-
dren to pray in the classroom, 
encouraged the biblical principles of 
sharing and play, and helped the 
children improve their self-esteem by 
12 
emphasizing that God had made 
them special. We were also interested 
in providing the children with quality 
education; therefore, staff was hired 
who had at least two years of a col-
lege education (teachers have their 
certification and either possess or are 
in the process of acquiring their mas-
ter's degree). 
In January we sponsored a parent-
ing seminar to educate the parents in 
improving discipline and communi-
cation in the home. Dr. Dorothy J. 
Gish, an early childhood educator 
from Messiah College, addressed the 
topic, "Are You Controlling Your 
Child, or is Your Child Controlling 
You?" 
It has now been one year since the 
program's inception. How are we 
doing in terms of ministry? Six 
community families have attended or 
presently attend our worship services. 
Six church families have had their 
children enrolled in our program. 
The children are receiving a founda-
tion in biblical principles. (Even par-
ents from the Roman Catholic faith 
are asking if they might implement 
the Foundation Series in their Sun-
day services.) 
So where do we go from here? 
Perhaps back where we started 
from—to realize that he is the one 
who gave us the increase and that he 
is the one who will help us refine our 
methods, our programs, and our per-
sonalities. If we are obedient and pli-
able in his hands, he will let us be the 
lighthouse in our community—a min-
istry to the children and parents 
whose lives we touch daily. 
Lois Mitten is the administrator for the CSD 
Nursery School Daycare Center. Lois, her hus-
band Ted, and their two daughters live in 
Toledo, Ohio. Lois Mitten graduated from Mes-




Out-Spokin' is adventure and ex-
citement. It is riding bike until you 
wish no such thing had ever been 
invented. It is backpacking until you 
think the trail will never end. It is find-
ing out what your Christian life means 
in the context of self-discipline. It is 
physical exhaustion, self-reliance, and 
support from a group. It is living with 
only a few of the props we usually lean 
on. It is a tremendous kind of fellow-
ship found only in a group working 
toward a common goal. Out-Spokin' 
is a chance to see an abundance of 
natural splendors at their best—and 
worst. 
Since Out-Spokin's beginning in 
1967, almost 8,000 persons represent-
ing over 20 denominations have partic-
ipated on regular biking, self-contained 
biking, backpacking, or motorcycling 
hikes. 
In 1976 Out-Spokin' led a tour for 
Brethren in Christ youth traveling to 
General Conference. The tour began 
at historic Abilene, Kansas and ended 
three weeks later in Upland, Califor-
nia. Since then youth groups from the 
Cross Roads, Manor, and Air Hill 
congregations, all in Pennsylvania, 
have planned weekend trips with Out-
Spokin'. This year the youth of Cham-
bersburg and Lancaster are planning 
similar tours. 
Two of the many Out-Spokin' trips 
scheduled for '980 are the Coast to 
Coast, June 19—August 11; and the 
Cheyenne Indian Tour, June 21 to 
July 12. These are open to interested 
persons. They are described below: 
Coast to Coast 1980 
You could be a part of a group of 25 
youth and adults taking on a big chal-
lenge on the seat of a 10 speed bicycle. 
On June 19 in Lincoln City, Oregon a 
V/i week, coast to coast tour will 
begin. Participants will pedal out along 
the Columbia River, through Lolo 
P a s s , a n d t h e n h e a d s o u t h -
east towards Yellowstone National 
Park. From Yellowstone . . . climb the 
Big Horn Mountains, cross South Da-
kota, Minnesota and Wisconsin, and 
ride across the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. After a day off at Mackinac 
Island, complete the tour through 
Ontario, back to U. S. at Niagara Falls 
and climax the trip at Hampton Beach, 
New Hampshire. The trip will empha-
size spiritual and physical discipline. 
Along with reaching the destination 
on August 11, strengthened by 3,800 
miles of pedaling, you will have received 
the opportunity to grow spiritually in 
the context of a Christian community, 
having been challenged to find new life 
in Christ! 
Cheyenne Trail 
Follow the trail of the Cheyenne 
Indian Nation as they were pushed by 
the American settlers across the mid-
west. From June 21 to July 12, there 
will be an Out-Spokin' bicycle tour 
from Minnesota to Colorado, via North 
and South Dakota and Wyoming. 
This 1,400 mile trip will cover the 
Cheyenne migration route and include 
some study into the Cheyenne nation, 
its people and its history. 
Thirty bikes are available for this 
tour. The biking and the study of the 
Cheyenne nation will be combined 
with the chance to meet and grow with 
the others involved. The combination 
of spiritual and physical challenges 
should make this a unique, exciting 
part of your 1980 summer. 
For more information on these and 
other Out-Spokin' hikes contact Out-
Spokin' 1980, Box 370, Elkhart, IN 
46515. Phone 219/294-7523. 
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Gallup: 1980s 
The Decade of the Evangelicals 
James Reapsome comments: 
Nearly 31 million American adults are evangelical 
Christians. Almost 40 million Americans ages 18 and older 
have had a life-changing religious experience, in which 
they asked Jesus Christ to be their personal Savior. 
Statistics like these caused pollster George Gallup to 
speculate that the 1980s might well become "the decade of 
the evangelicals." In a study commissioned by the evangel-
ical bi-monthly magazine Christianity Today, the Gallup 
organization and its affiliate, the Princeton Religion 
Research Center, discovered among other things: 
•Almost half of American adults—69 million—hope to 
go to heaven only because of their personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
*More than 8 of every 10 persons believe Jesus Christ is 
divine. 
*At least 65 million adults believe the Bible is inerrant. 
Some findings in the 272-page study were predictable. 
For example, almost everyone (94 percent) believes in God 
or in a universal spirit. However, some statistics proved 
surprising: nearly 30 million American adults consider 
themselves Pentecostal or charismatic, but of those, almost 
24 million have not spoken in tongues. 
The survey included 1,500 private interviews with a gen-
eral audience, and more than 1,000 mailed questionnaires 
from clergymen. 
Gallup called the poll "the most comprehensive study we 
have ever done in the area of religion"—even bigger than 
last year's study of the unchurched American. 
Gallup told Christianity Today that evangelicals' strength 
is growing: "The fact that 20 percent of all adults are 
evangelicals... and that we find in our survey of teenagers 
that they are more evangelical than their elders, all indicate 
that the movement will gain in strength." 
Unlike nonevangelicals, said Gallup, evangelicals are 
more willing to give their money and time to their 
churches, are more likely to want their pastors to speak out 
on social and political issues, and are more willing to 
witness verbally about their faith: "Their effect on the 






During my two-year term of Voluntary Service (V.S.) 
many people asked me why I did it. I'm sure there are many 
reasons for choosing V.S. For me, I thought it meant going 
to some far off place and working very hard at something 
I'd probably never done before. 
However, my view of V.S. changed considerably after 
my placement at Messiah Home in Harrisburg. First of all, 
it wasn't far away and the work wasn't hard. I found a big 
part of my job was just being a friend to the residents and 
helping them with little things they couldn't do for them-
selves. When we moved to Messiah Village my responsibil-
ities increased. I helped with the activities planned for the 
residents. 
My work at the Village was a very rewarding experience 
for me. The residents were always so appreciative of the 
little things I did—even if it was just the time I took to sit 
down and listen to a problem or just chat a bit. It was 
exciting for me to see their accomplishments. Such as a 97 
year old lady showing me the redbeet plants she had grown 
from seed to plant in her garden; or a 70 year old man 
starting to draw for the first time in his life. It was good, 
too, to see a group of residents get together to compete in a 
spelling bee. Or to see them gather around the vans on a 
Sunday morning for a trip to a neighboring church for 
services and a meal. All these things showed me that people 
came to Messiah Village to live and that I was helping to 
make their life there more enjoyable. 
As I look back over my two years at Messiah Village, I 
get a good feeling inside. I grew to know and love the 
residents there. I learned to know where they hurt, what 
made them happy and what things they enjoyed. I also 
learned that growing old isn't something to dread—it's a 
time when you can start to live again! 
Another thing I really appreciated was the faith of the 
residents. To see God working among them was a help to 
me in my spiritual life. It was so encouraging to have a 
resident just stop and say to me, "I'm praying for you." It 
made me feel very loved and cared for. 
I'm happy I had an opportunity to share in the life of 
Messiah Village. I will never forget the valuable lessons 
learned and the experiences gained. 
(Shari did voluntary service at Messiah Village from September 6, 1977 
until August 1, 1979. She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sides of 
Elkhart, Indiana. She is now enrolled at Messiah College as a freshman.) 
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Much is being said and written today about evangelicals. 
Reference is made to the eighties as being the decade of the 
evangelicals. A recent survey by the George Gallup organi-
zation, conducted for Christianity Today, reports that 
"20% of all adults today are evangelicals—and that their 
influence certainly extends beyond that number—and that 
we find in our survey of teenagers that they are more 
evangelical than their elders, all indicate that the move-
ment will gain in strength." 
This report gives rise to a cautious sense of optimism. 
However, something rather crucial does center in the defi-
nition of an evangelical. It is clearly stated that the term 
'evangelical' was not made synonomous with "true Chris-
tianity." What the percentage would be if a professed 
acceptance of Christian doctrine was combined with a 
commitment to a Christian way of life, is unknown. 
Most relevant is the teaching of Jesus in St. John, Chap-
ter 8. There was still prevailing among the followers of 
Christ the atmosphere of the feeding of the five thousand. 
The benefits of following Christ were terrific. The clamor 
rises for this man to be their king. But Jesus wisely issues a 
call for commitment to prove the depths of the crowd's 
devotion. 
St. John 6:66: "From that time many of his disciples 
went back and walked no more with him." A Jesus looking 
for a following would have taken second thoughts about 
the reaction to his message. Instead, continuing emphasis 
leads to John 8:31-32: "If you continue in my word then are 
ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free." The word indeed (truly) separ-
ates profession from possession. 
Jesus had a mission and a purpose. So must his follow-
ers. His was to live and die as a sacrifice for sin, be raised 
from the dead to give new life to his followers. No new 
word has been left us changing Jesus' call for discipleship 
in this, the close of the twentieth century. "If any one will 
come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and 
follow me." 
The same truth in different language comes in the book 
of Acts. Early disciples in the Christian church found 
themselves severely persecuted. By now the enemies of 
Christ had found a new term for them. Saul is vehement in 
his persecution of Christians. Acts 9:1-2: 
"And Saul yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high 
priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any of this way whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound 
unto Jerusalem." 
The emphasis is clear. Following Jesus of Nazareth had 
become a way of life. ". . Strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way that leadeth unto life and few there be that find it" 
(Matt. 7:14). A life separate from the world, separated 
unto Christ, even to death was accepted, in preference to 
leaving the way. 
Evangelical Newsletter also did a recent poll re evangel-
icals. The question was asked: "What concerns you most 
about the evangelical church today?" Fifty percent who 
responded, said the church's greatest weakness was her 
"self-centered and self-seeking posture." Answers and 
comments from many evangelical leaders support the 
analysis to a greater or lesser degree; evangelicalism as 
such is in trouble. 
Does the spiritual philosophy of Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
have something to say to us as church leaders? Dr. Jones 
comments on methods as reflected in church life. One: 
when things were not going well in the church, the old 
approach was for ministers and deacons to call a day of 
fasting and prayer and to plead with God to visit them with 
power. A second comment surrounds today. 
"Today's alternative is an evangelistic campaign: Minis-
ters ask, 'Whom shall we get as an evangelist?' Then they 
organize and ask God's blessing on this." Dr. Jones' 
further comment emphasizes his holding to plan number 
one. 
This final word: older readers of the Evangelical Visitor 
have vivid memories of 'revival meetings' as they were 
commonly known. Such meetings were usually ten days to 
two weeks in length, often longer, some running as much as 
six weeks. Let me hasten to admit, such planning of'meet-
ings' was often thought of as a discharge of duty. However, 
many Christians who still live and untold members of 
those now in glory date their conversion to one of those 
revival meetings. Dying interest finally led to the end of 
what was frequently called protracted meetings. 
But sometime, someplace, somewhere we as Christians 
are going to have to take time, more than a fleeting 
moment, to listen to what God's Word has to say to us. 
Prayer, the Word and obedience to the Word must become 
primary among God's professing people. Salvation of 
sinners goes side by side with confession of sins and deep-
ening of spiritual life among believers. 
If my people which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 11 Chron. 7:14. 
J . N. H. 
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Contemporary Issues 
The Good Outweighs The Bod 
H. David Brandt 
May 25, 1979 an American Airlines DC-10jet crashed at 
O'Hare Field, Chicago, killing all 274 persons on board. 
Within hours jetliners were again arriving and departing 
from O'Hare and the next day flight 191 left for Los 
Angeles as scheduled. 
On March 28 small amounts of nuclear radiation were 
released into the atmosphere at Three Mile Island south of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The nation's media people were 
mobilized and descended on Harrisburg. Tens of thou-
sands of people fled the area and massive demonstrations 
were held at various places around the country. 
In the latter of the two incidents, no one died and no one 
was injured. After the jet airplane crash, no one picketed to 
stop air travel, fled from the area surrounding O'Hare 
field, or suggested that real estate values would drop pre-
cipitously in that area. 
Why is nuclear power considered to be a menace by so 
many people? Numerous reasons could be cited, but two 
are predominant in my mind. Nuclear hazards are not 
"knowable" directly by any of our five senses and nuclear 
energy is often associated (for historical reasons) with 
bombs. It is my opinion that the real problems facing 
nuclear power are political, sociological, and psychologi-
cal rather than scientific and technical. Nobel Prize-
winning physicist Andrei Sakharov, a Soviet dissident, 
said recently on West German television that the mishap at 
Three Mile Island was more of "a technical discomfort" 
than an accident and has been "greatly exaggerated" by 
critics. 
Apparently the public has decided that the risk involved 
in air travel is acceptable while the risks associated with 
nuclear power are not. Production of useful energy from 
nuclear fission involves some dangers and risks (as does 
production of energy by any means). I wish to state here 
why nuclear fission is necessary as a "short term" energy 
source. Development of other energy sources must be 
vigorously pursued to alleviate the problem of storing 
large quantities of long-lived radioactive waste material. 
Hence I am addressing here one of the energy problems 
facing us during the next 25 years, not proposing an ulti-
mate solution. 
The alternatives I will propose for this "short term" 
period do not include any of the so-called "clean" energy 
sources like solar, nuclear fusion, wind, and geothermal 
energy. These sources of energy will require a lot more 
development and are definitely not "just around the 
corner" for large scale use. The 21st century will be very 
close at hand before any of the above mentioned sources of 
energy will contribute significantly to our energy needs, 
even with an immediate vigorous development program. 
The alternatives available to us in the next quarter cen-
tury include the following: 1) Conserve energy so that 
domestic supplies of oil will be sufficient for energy needs. 
2) Turn to coal as fuel for power plants. 3) Develop nuclear 
fission plants on a much larger scale. 
Conservation of energy use dependent on crude oil is 
essential. Christians are obligated to use natural resources 
of all kinds carefully and efficiently. But even if all of us 
were to be convinced of this principle, it would take a long 
time to effect changes which would lead to significant 
energy savings without harming and destroying people's 
ability to earn a living. To eliminate leisure and recrea-
tional businesses would be devastating to the large segment 
of our population that depends on those businesses for a 
livelihood. Cities have grown on the unspoken premise 
that private cars are the way to commute (sometimes long 
distances) to work. It has taken a long time to develop our 
energy-inefficient, urban-surburban society, and, at best, 
will take time to modify toward energy efficiency. Conser-
vation is not a viable "short term" solution to our energy 
problem. 
Opposition to nuclear power is particularly interesting 
when compared with the relative lack of resistance to 
conventional, coal-fired plants. The United States is rich in 
coal deposits and could supply electric energy at the rate it 
is used now for approximately 400 years using known 
reserves only. We need to realize, however, that 200 people 
die each year in mining accidents, 4,000 people die annu-
ally of black lung disease, and 50,000 people live with black 
lung disease. Emissions from coal plants often contain 
more radioactivity than nuclear plants because of radioac-
tive elements imbedded in coal. In addition, such plants 
emit nitrogen oxides and fine particles that are harmful to 
human health. The waste problem associated with coal 
plants is also significant. A large volume of ash must be 
disposed and done in such a way that it will not pollute 
ground water. Ironically, the recent conversions from coal 
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